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at the Congress of Vienna, continued the same policy in sub-
sequent years except where British interests made it impossible.
On hearing of his death in 1822, Metternich wrote that he *was
the only man in his country who had gained any experience in
foreign affairs; he had learned to understand me.' This was high
praise indeed I
Throughout the years from 1814 to 1822, Metternich's power
was continually on the increase, until it came to seem as if his
will were omnipotent throughout Europe. It is no wonder if he
came to have a good opinion of himself. Shortly before the Con-
gress of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1818, he writes to his wife:
I am more and more convinced that affairs of importance can
only be properly conducted by oneself. ... I have become a
species of moral power in Germany, perhaps even in Europe—
a power which will leave a void when it disappears: and never-
theless it will disappear, like all belonging to poor frail human
nature. I hope Heaven will yet give me time to do some good;
that is my dearest wish.
A year later, finding himself in the same room in which he
signed the Quadruple Alliance in 1813, solemn reflections con-
cerning his importance to the world are forced upon him:
My mind conceives nothing narrow or limited; I always go, on
every side, far beyond all that occupies the greater number of
men of business; I cover ground infinitely larger than they can
see or wish to see. I cannot help saying to myself twenty times a
day: *Good God, how right I am, and how wrong they are! And
how easy this reason is to see—it is so dear, so simple, and
so natuiaL' I shall repeat tibis till my last breath, and the world
will go on in its own miserable way none the less.
After 1822, however, he was no longer omnipotent. Canning,
who succeeded Castlereagh, opposed Austrian policy, not only in
details, but in broad outlines. In 1823, Metternich writes sadly
about England:
What a pity it is that the Queen of the Sea and the sometime
ruler of the world should lose her salutary influence. What has
become of the great and noble British Empire? What has become
of its men and its orators, its feeling for right anH duty> and its

